
 INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/CARERS FROM THE EAST RIDING WEBSITE: 

 Can I take my child out of school for a family holiday? 

 No.  Headteachers  cannot  and  will  not  authorise  school  (or  other  educa�onal 
 establishment)  absence  purely  for  the  reason  of  a  family  holiday.  If  you  feel  you  have  an 
 excep�onal  circumstance  you  must  speak  to  your  headteacher  prior  to  making  any 
 arrangements  or  taking  any  absence.  Parents  are  legally  responsible  for  ensuring  their 
 children  receive  educa�on  in  accordance  with  sec�on  7  of  the  Educa�on  Act  1996  and  if 
 on  a  school  roll  that  they  regularly  a�end  school.  There  is,  however,  a  discre�onary 
 power held by headteachers to authorise absence in excep�onal circumstances. 

 Please  note:  this  is  not  an  en�tlement  and  a  family  holiday  is  not  an  excep�onal 
 circumstance. 

 The  Headteacher  will  only  authorise  absence  in  line  with  the  East  Riding  Behaviour  and 
 A�endance  Partnership  ‘Absence  From  School  For  Excep�onal  Circumstances  Policy’. 
 Headteachers  will  not  authorise  absences  if  they  believe  it  is  to  the  detriment  of  a  child’s 
 educa�on. 

 Please  note:  that  suppor�ng  documents  to  aid  decision  making  must  be  submi�ed  at 
 the �me of your request for absence. 

 Please  note:  we  advise  that  you  do  not  plan  for  your  child  to  be  absent  from  school 
 without  gaining  prior  agreement  from  their  school  first.  Headteachers  cannot 
 retrospec�vely  authorise  absence  from  school  under  any  circumstances.  If  your  request 
 is  authorised,  you  are  required  to  ensure  your  child  catches  up  on  any  missed  school 
 work.  This  is  your  responsibility  and  schools  are  not  obliged  to  provide  work  for  your 
 child  to  complete.  Any  unauthorised  absence  will  be  recorded  on  your  child’s  a�endance 
 records.  This  may  result  in  legal  proceedings  against  you,  either  through  a  Penalty  No�ce 
 or the Magistrates’ Court. 

 h�ps://www.eastriding.gov.uk/learning/schools-colleges-and-academies/school-a�enda 
 nce/holidays-during-term-�me-and-authorised-absence-from-school/ 
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